FUNDING SEARCHES

Dianne, I'm working your lists and must say I'm totally and awesomely impressed with your findings. I've been beating the foundation bushes pretty hard and it's clear that I'm an amateur in comparison to you.  We thought we had already identified every possible funder in our region and you came up with scores of them we had never heard of.  Our project has grown much faster than we ever anticipated.
Peter Rosten 
-Media Arts in the Public Schools

Thank you for your funding search information.  After spending money (twice) to get funding search packages from other consultants that we couldn’t use (because they didn’t really fund organizations like ours, or didn’t even fund in our area!) we are miles ahead with your leads. We also appreciated for the quick-turn around time in getting back to us. We’ve been feeling discouraged about how to find funders and now have a plan for sorting out and approaching these new leads.  Several already look promising.

Clarita Menendez
-Latino Youth Project

Our consultation on locating appropriate and potential funders for projects and agencies allows you to choose the level at which you will be involved in the process. For example, on some projects, the agency already has made initial searches and located potential funders, but needs additional information in order to submit proposals. On other projects, the directors/staff wish to make the actual contact with potential funders. Our program offers you a choice in what level you will be involved in the important steps of finding funding for your program. We are discriminating and professional in our commitment to providing you with true leads for your project.

We Do:

· Conduct a  multi-tiered search for you, using Internet data bases, private data bases, Funding Forum contacts with individuals, agencies, foundations and corporations

· Take your own “leads” to the next step, whenever possible.  If you provide us with “leads” that you have discovered on your own, we will do the next stage of research to determine their viability for your project. 

· We review the choices available and make sure they are appropriate for your project based on: their geographical funding boundaries; stated funding priorities; and funding range.

· Provide you with a strategic plan for following up on the funders who are identified in the search, including information for your staff and Board of Directors to help them assist you in the funding process 

We Do Not:
· Conduct blind searches through internet databases, then provide you with multiple choices of funders who, in great likelihood, will not actually be interested in your project because of geographical limitations; shifted funding priorities; inappropriate funding range; or those who fund, but do not accept applications at this time.

Levels of Consultation:

Level I Search Includes:
a) National and international foundations, corporations, corporate giving programs 

b) Written report with contact information and prioritization of possible funders; in most cases, will report on minimum of ten potential funders.

Level II Search Includes: 

a) National and international foundations, corporations, corporate giving programs

b) Written report with contact information and prioritization of possible funders; in most cases, will report on minimum of ten potential funders.

c) Search for government funding (local, state, federal, national and international)

Level III Search Includes: 

a) National and international foundations, corporations, corporate giving programs

b) Written report with contact information and prioritization of possible funders; in most cases, will report on minimum of ten potential funders.

c) Search for government funding (local, state, federal, national and international)

d) Personal contact with funders to discuss project and further determine possible match with their funding priorities, funding range, etc.

e) Development of written strategic plan for pursuing funding based on combination of general funding strategies and specific leads that have been identified.

What we will need from you in order for us to begin our funding search: 

As much detailed information about your agency or your project as is available: 

A.   Description of the agency 

1. What is your mission?

2. What population do you serve (age, race or ethnic group, income level, gender, etc)?  

3. Geographic area where this project will take place  

4. How long have you been established?  

5. In what exact geographic location do you operate?  

6. With what other agencies or programs do you collaborate?  

7. Do you have registered charitable status or are you a legal 501©(3) non-profit agency or a legal non-governmental agency (outside the United States)

8. What are the special qualifications (if any) of your key staff?  

B.   Description of the project 

1. What target population will this specific project serve (age, race or ethnic group, income level, gender, etc)  

2. Geographic area where this project will take place  

3. What are the main goals?  

4. What are the primary objectives?  

5. What is the timeline you are looking at for needing funding (i.e., immediately, six months, one year from now)  

6. What is the funding amount you are seeking?  

7. What unusual costs are included in this figure (i.e. video documentary of your clients, purchase of school bus to use as a tuberculosis testing mobile unit)  

C.  Information on past funders (list of foundations, corporations, state and federal and international funding agencies and bodies, as well as individuals, who have been significant contributors to your agency or project)  

D.  Proposals you have submitted in the past—whether or not they have been successful

Fee Structure:

Please Contact Us for a Fee Estimate Based on Your Project and Specific Needs
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